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In the Bleak Midwinter 
Christina Rossetti/Gustav Holst 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 

in the bleak midwinter, long ago.


Heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 

heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign. 

In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 

the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 


Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 

cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 

but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 

worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 


What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him: give my heart.
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Isaiah 12:2-6 (The Message) 

“Yes, indeed—God is my salvation.

    I trust, I won’t be afraid.

God—yes God!—is my strength and song,

    best of all, my salvation!”


Joyfully you’ll pull up buckets of water

    from the wells of salvation.

And as you do it, you’ll say,

    “Give thanks to God.

Call out his name.

    Ask him anything!

Shout to the nations, tell them what he’s done,

    spread the news of his great reputation!


“Sing praise-songs to God. He’s done it all!

    Let the whole earth know what he’s done!

Raise the roof! Sing your hearts out, O Zion!

    The Greatest lives among you: The Holy of Israel.”


Luke 3:7-18 (NRSV) 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits 
worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” And the crowds asked him, “What then should we 
do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with 
anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax 
collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what 
should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we 
do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or 



false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” As the people were 
filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear 
his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he 
proclaimed the good news to the people.


The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.


The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,




as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.


Collect of the Day 

Third Sunday of Advent, Rite Two 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, 
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and 
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen.


Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we 
can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the 
Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. -Ephesians 3:20, 21


